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How many miles did the Roman infantry travel in 
a day? How long was the voyage from Alexandria 

to Rome? 



If you don’t have a travel guide to 
your era, what do you do? 



BOOKS! 
 

PRIMARY SOURCES 
 

Pros:  
Horse’s Mouth 

 
Cons:  

Unreliable Narrator? 
 



BOOKS! 
 

SECONDARY 
SOURCES 

 
Pros: 

Don’t reinvent the 
wheel 

 
Cons: 

Agenda? 
Competence? 

 

Academic Presses: 
Oxford University Press 
Harvard University Press 

Specialty Presses 
Osprey 



FREE BOOKS! 

Save money 
Access rare books 
Save shelf space 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL LIBRARIES. 
 

Research Librarians should be your best friends 



INTERNET COOL TOOL 
ORBIS: The Stanford Geospatial Network Model of the Roman World 



ORBIS INTERFACE 
You can control 

 
 

Origin and destination 
 

Month or season of travel 
 

Priority (fastest, cheapest, shortest) 
 

Network surfaces (road, river, coast, sea) 
 

Modes of travel (foot, oxcart, horse, etc.) 
 

RESULT: 
The fastest sea voyagle from Alexandria to Rome 

in July takes 22.4 days covering 2588 km. 



ANOTHER COOL TOOL 
GOOGLE MAPS 

It’s 31 miles from the village of Neckargerach to Heidelberg along 
the Neckar River and takes approximately 10.5 hours to walk 



THE INTERNET 

CAUTIONARY  
TALES FROM “JUST 

GOOGLE IT!” 
 

Everyone’s an “expert” 
 

The (non)wisdom of crowds 
 

Nothing goes away—even 
wrong or poor information 

Stick to sites that have a reputation  
to maintain. 



THE INTERNET CAN 
HELP YOU FIND 

 

Scholarly Literature 
 

Google Scholar 
Academia.edu 

 
 

Experts: 
 

ProfNet & MOOC’s 



THANK YOU! 

Questions? Comments? 
Connect with me online at: 

 
Website/Blog:  faithljustice.com 
Email: faith@faithljustice.com 

Facebook: facebook.com/faith.justice.7 
Twitter:  @faithljustice 
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