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etc.), not only for Placidia's life, but also for the larger political picture, culture, everyday 
behavior, laws, physical descriptions of the cities, etc. These are just a few of most 
helpful books:  
 

Galla Placidia Augusta 
 
Holum, Kenneth G. Theodosian Empresses: Women and Imperial Dominion in Late 
Antiquity (University of California Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles, California, 1982)  
 
Oost, Stewart Irvin. Galla Placidia Augusta: A Biographical Essay (The University of 
Chicago Press, Chicago, Illinois, 1968)  
 
Sivan, Hagith. Galla Placidia: The Last Roman Empress (Oxford University Press, New 
York, New York, 2011)  
 

“The Barbarians” 
 
Bury, J. B. The Invasion of Europe by the Barbarians (W. W. Norton & Company, Inc., 
New York, New York, 1967)  
 
Ferrill, Arther. The Fall of the Roman Empire (Thames and Hudson, Ltd., New York, 
New York, 1986)  
 
Fletcher, Richard. The Barbarian Conversion from Paganism to Christianity (Henry Holt 
and Company, New York, New York, 1998)  
 
Heather, Peter. The Fall of the Roman Empire: A New History of Rome and the 
Barbarians (Oxford University Press, Inc., New York, New York, 2006)  
 
Heather, Peter. Goths and Romans 332-489 (Oxford University Press, Inc., New York, 
New York, 1991) 
 
Hughes, Ian. Aetius: Attila’s Nemesis (Pen & Sword, South Yorkshire, 2012) 
 
Hughes, Ian. Stilicho: The Vandal Who Saved Rome (Pen & Sword, South Yorkshire, 
2010) 



McCullough, David Willis, editor. Chronicles of the Barbarians: Firsthand Accounts of 
Pillage and Conquest, from the Ancient World to the Fall of Constantinople (History 
Book Club, New York, New York, 1998)  
 
Wallace-Hadrill, J. M. The Barbarian West 400-1000 (Barnes & Noble Books, New 
York, New York, 1998)  
 
Wolfram, Herwig. History of the Goths (translated from the second German edition by 
Thomas J. Dunlap, University of California Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles, California, 
1990)  
 

General Late Antiquity History 
 
Brown, Peter. The Making of Late Antiquity (Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, 1978)  
 
Brown, Peter. The World of Late Antiquity AD 150 - 750 (Thames and Hudson Ltd., 
London, 1989)  
 
Bury, J.B. History of the Later Roman Empire - Volume One (Dover Publications, Inc., 
New York, 1958)  
 
Grant, Michael. From Rome to Byzantium: The Fifth Century AD (Routledge, New York, 
New York, 1998)  
 
Gibbon, Edward. The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire Volumes I & II (The 
Modern Library, New York, New York)  
 
Norwich, John Julius. Byzantium: The Early Centuries (Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 
New York, 1996)  
 
Reece, Richard. The Later Roman Empire: An Archaeology AD 150-600 (Tempus 
Publishing, Inc. Charleston, South Carolina, 1999)  
 
Threadgold, Warren. A History of the Byzantine State and Society (Standford University 
Press, Stanford, California, 1997)  
 

Specialized Subjects 
 
Everyday life, food and clothing:  
Adkins, Lesley and Adkins, Roy. Handbook to Life in Ancient Rome (Facts on File, Inc., 
New York, New York, 1994)  
 
Brothwell, Don and Brothwell, Patricia. Food in Antiquity (The Johns Hopkins  



University Press, Baltimore, Maryland, 1998)  
 
Clark, Gillian. Women in Late Antiquity: Pagan and Christian Lifestyles (Oxford 
University Press Inc., New York, 1994)  
 
Croom, A. T. Roman Clothing and Fashion (Tempus Publishing, Ltd., Charleston, South 
Carolina, 2002)  
 
Grocock, Christopher and Grainger, Sally. Apicius: A Critical Edition with an English 
Translation of the Latin Recipe Text Apicius (Prospect Books, Devon, United Kingdom 
2006)  
 
Rice, Tamara Talbot. Everyday Life in Byzantium (Barnes & Noble, Inc., New York, 
New York, 1994)  
 
Medicine, science, technology, architecture:  
Ackerknecht, Erwin H., M.D. A Short History of Medicine - Revised Edition (The Johns 
Hopkins University Press, Baltimore, Maryland, 1982)  
 
Clagett, Marshall. Greek Science in Antiquity (The Johns Hopkins University Press, 
Baltimore, Maryland, 1997)  
 
de Camp, L. Sprague. The Ancient Engineers: Technology and Invention from the 
Earliest Times to the Renaissance (Barnes & Noble, Inc., New York, New York, 1993)  
 
de Camp, L. Sprague. Great Cities of the Ancient World: From Thebes to Constantinople 
(Barnes & Noble, Inc., New York, New York, 1993)  
 
Hodges, Henry. Technology in the Ancient World (Barnes & Noble, Inc., New York, New 
York, 1992)  
 
Jackson, Ralph. Doctors and Diseases in the Roman Empire (British Museum Press, 
London, United Kingdom, 1988)  
 
Landels, J. G. Engineering in the Ancient World (University of California Press, Berkley, 
1978)  
 
Tomlinson, Richard. From Mycenae to Constantinople: The Evolution of the Ancient City 
(Routledge, New York, New York, 1992)  
 
Military, law, government:  
Bauman, Richard A. Crime & Punishment in Ancient Rome (Routledge, New York, New  



York, 1996)  
 
D'Amato, Raffaele. Roman Military Clothing (3) AD 400-640 (Osprey Publishing 
Limited, New York, New York, 2005)  
 
Harries, Jill. Law & Empire in Late Antiquity (Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 
United Kingdom, 1999)  
 
MacDowall, Simon. Late Roman Cavalryman 236-565 AD (Osprey Publishing Limited, 
Oxford, United Kingdom, 1995)  
 
MacDowall, Simon. Twilight of the Empire: The Roman Infantryman 3rd to 6th Century 
AD (Osprey Publishing Limited, Oxford, United Kingdom, 1994)  
 
Swain, John. The Pleasures of the Torture Chamber (Dorset Press, New York, New 
York, 1995)  
 
Religion:  
Brown, Peter. Poverty and Leadership in the Later Roman Empire (University Press of 
New England, Hanover, 2002)  
 
Davies, J. G. The Early Christian Church (Barnes & Noble, Inc., New York, 1995)  
 
O'Grady, Joan. Early Christian Heresies (Barnes & Noble, Inc., New York, New York, 
1994)  
 
Rubenstein, Richard E. When Jesus Became God: The Struggle to Define Christianity 
during the Last Days of Rome (Harcourt, Inc, New York, New York, 1999) 


